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From the section on the Town of Linden:

Page 808
The "Old Sam Charles Diggings" were struck in 1833, and proved very valuable, and were
worked with little expense.  The lead was located on land owned by Paschal Bequette son-in-law
of Gov. Dodge, two and one-half miles west of the village of Mifflin. 
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In 1834, the first store in the town was established by Capt. J. B. Terry, at his smelting works in
"Diamond Grove." His merchandise, in the language of a pioneer, consisted of "a little of
everything and not much of anything." In the same year Paschal Bequette started a store about a
mile south of Terry, at Diamond Grove, where he had a furnace and a blacksmith shop. This
blacksmith-shop was the only one for many miles around, and was therefore over crowded with
work, principally the mending and sharpening of miners' tools. The site of his furnace and shop is
now a part of the farm owned by Francis Little.
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HON. FRANCIS LITTLE, farmer; Sec. 22 ; P. O. Mineral Point; was born in Ireland, County
Fermanagh, Feb. 22, 1822 ; received a common-school education; is by occupation a farmer; he
came to America in 1842, and remained one year with his brothers in Mercer Co., Ill.; then, in
1844, came to Wisconsin and settled at New Diggings, La Fayette Co.; in the employ of Stole &
Leakley at New Diggings smelting for about four years; then bought a half-interest in the
merchandise business with Leakley, and continued four years, when he bought 320 acres of land
of Col. Bequette a son-in-law of Henry Dodge; this place is of historical value in the history of
Iowa Co., as the old Ft. Washington of Black Hawk war times was located on the place, and only
this past week the last logs of the old fort were removed;
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